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ROME STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT
ROME, 17 JULY 1998

BELGIUM: PROPOSAL OF AMENDMENTS

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary,
communicates the following:

On 20 July 2017, the Secretary-General received a communication from the Government of
Belgium transmitting, in accordance with article 121, paragraph 1, of the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court, the text of proposed amendments thereto.

The Secretary-General wishes to refer to article 121, paragraph 1, of the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court, which provides that:

“1. After the expiry of seven years from the entry into force of this Statute, any State Party
may propose amendments thereto. The text of any proposed amendment shall be submitted to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall promptly circulate it to all States
Parties.”

A copy of the text of the proposal, together with the cover letter and explanatory note, in the
Arabic, Chinese, French, English, Russian and Spanish languages, is attached as an annex.

15 August 2017

=L

Attention: Treaty Services of Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of international organizations
concerned. Depositary notifications are issued in electronic format only. Depositary notifications are
made available to the Permanent Missions to the United Nations in the United Nations Treaty
Collection at <https://treaties.un.org>, under "Depositary Notifications (CNs)". In addition, the
Permanent Missions, as well as other interested individuals, can subscribe to receive depositary
notifications by e-mail through the Treaty Section's "Automated Subscription Services", which is also
available at <https://treaties.un.org/Pages/Login.aspx?lang=_en>.
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[Original: French]

New York, 19 July 2017
Sir,

I have the honour to transmit herewith the proposal of amendments by Belgium to
article 8 of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

In accordance with article 121 of the Statute, | would be grateful if these proposed
amendments could be communicated to States Parties.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.
(signed)

Marc PECSTEEN de BUYTSWERVE
Permanent Representative



[Original: English]

Draft Amendments to the Rome Statute
on War Crimes

Introduction

These amendments aim to add four war crimes to the list contained in Article 8 of the
Rome Statute. Each of these war crimes involves the use of a type of weapon that causes immense
suffering or killing in an indiscriminate way:

Biological or toxin weapons

Anti-personnel mines

Weapons causing injuries by fragments which in the human body escape detection
by X-rays

Weapons causing permanent blindness.

These four crimes are based on international instruments that have been widely ratified.

Today's conflicts, in which we observe the use of these types of weapons, make it even
more important that the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court is extended to the use of
these weapons.

The addition of these new war crimes in an instrument such as the Rome Statute will
consolidate the international legal framework while also providing victims with a specific official
recognition of the crimes they endured.



Amendments to article 8 of the Rome Statute

To be inserted as article 8, paragraph 2 (b) (xxvii), and article 8, paragraph 2 (e)
(xvi)

Employing weapons, which use microbial or other biological agents, or toxins, whatever
their origin or method of production;

To be inserted as article 8, paragraph 2 (b) (xxviii), and article 8, paragraph 2 (e)
(xvii)

Using anti-personnel mines;

To be inserted as article 8, paragraph 2 (b) (xxix), and article 8, paragraph 2 (e)
(xviii)

Employing weapons the primary effect of which is to injure by fragments which in the
human body escape detection by X-rays;

To be inserted as article 8, paragraph 2 (b) (xxx), and article 8, paragraph 2 (e) (xix)

Employing laser weapons specifically designed, as their sole combat function or as one of
their combat functions, to cause permanent blindness to unenhanced vision, that is to the
naked eye or to the eye with corrective eyesight devices;



[Original : francais]

New York, le 19 juillet 2017
Monsieur le Secrétaire général,

J’ai I’honneur de vous faire parvenir les propositions d’amendements de la Belgique
relatifs a I’article 8 du Statut de Rome de la Cour pénale internationale.

Conformément a I’article 121 du Statut, je vous saurais gré de bien vouloir communiquer
ces propositions aux Etats Parties.

Veuillez croire, Monsieur le Secrétaire général, aux assurances de ma trés haute
considération.

(signe)
Marc PECSTEEN de BUYTSWERVE
Représentant Permanent



[Original : anglais]

Projet d’amendements au Statut de Rome
en ce qui concerne les crimes de guerre

Introduction

Ces amendements visent a ajouter quatre crimes de guerre a la liste contenue dans I’article 8
du Statut de Rome. Chacun de ces crimes de guerre concerne I’utilisation d’un type d’arme
causant d’immenses souffrances ou tuant de maniere indiscriminée :

e Les armes biologiques ou toxines

e Les mines antipersonnel

e Les armes qui blessent par des éclats qui ne sont pas localisables par rayons X dans le
corps humain

e Lesarmes entrainant une cécité permanente.

Ces quatre crimes sont basés sur des instruments internationaux qui ont été largement ratifiés.

Les conflits d’aujourd’hui, dans lesquels on observe I’'usage de ces types d’armes, rendent
encore plus important d’étendre la compétence de la Cour pénale internationale a I’utilisation de
ces armes.

L’ajout de ces nouveaux crimes de guerre dans un instrument tel que le Statut de Rome
viendra consolider le cadre juridique international tout en apportant aux victimes une
reconnaissance officielle spécifique des crimes qu’elles ont subis.



Amendements a I’article 8 du Statut de Rome de la Cour pénale internationale

1. Ajouter a I’article 8, paragraphe 2, alinéa b) un sous-alinéa xxvii) et a I’article 8, paragraphe 2,
alinéa e) un sous-alinéa xvi), qui se lisent comme suit :

Le fait d’employer des armes qui utilisent des agents microbiologiques ou autres agents biolo-
giques ainsi que des toxines, quels qu’en soient I’origine ou le mode de production;

2. Ajouter al’article 8, paragraphe 2, alinéa b) un sous-alinéa xxviii) et a I’article 8,
paragraphe 2, alinéa €) un sous-alinéa xvii), qui se lisent comme suit :

Le fait d’employer des mines antipersonnel;

3. Ajouter a I’article 8, paragraphe 2, alinéa b) un sous-alinéa xxix) et a I’article 8, paragraphe 2,
alinéa e) un sous-alinéa xviii), qui se lisent comme suit :

Le fait d’employer des armes dont I’effet principal est de blesser par des éclats qui ne sont
pas localisables par rayons X dans le corps humain;

4. Ajouter a I’article 8, paragraphe 2, alinéa b) un sous-alinéa xxx) et a I’article 8, paragraphe 2,
alinéa e) un sous-alinéa xix), qui se lisent comme suit :

Le fait d’employer des armes a laser spécifiquement congues de telle fagcon que leur seule
fonction de combat ou une de leurs fonctions de combat soit de provoquer la cécité perma-
nente chez des personnes dont la vision est non améliorée, c’est-a-dire qui regardent a I’ceil
nu ou qui portent des verres correcteurs;



[ITopmMHHBI TeKCT Ha (GpaHIy3CKOM S3bIKe]

HL}O-ﬁOpK, 19 mrons 2017 1.

Tl'ocnogun I'enepanbHEI cekpeTaps,

S umetro yecTh npeacTaBuTh BaMm nipeanioxkeHus o nonpaskax beiasrum,
Kacaromuecs craTtbtt 8 PuMckoro craryra MexayHapOIHOTO YrOJOBHOTO CyIa.

51 6b11 OBI Tipu3HaTEICH BaM, eciu Ob1 B cOOTBETCTBHH CO cTtaThedt 121 CratyTta B
COOOIIMITK ATH NPEUIOKEHHS TOCYIapCTBAM-Y4aCTHUKAM.

IIpumure, rocrionuH I'eHepanbHbI ceKpeTapb, YBEPEHHS B MOEM CaMOM BBICOKOM
YBa)KEHHH.

(I1oonucano)

Mapk Ilexcten ne belitceepse
ITocTosiHHBII IpeaCcTaBUTEH



[TTop/IMHHEBIN TEKCT Ha AaHIIUIICKOM SI3bIKe |

IIpoexT nonpaBok k PuMckomy craTyTy, Kacalomuxcs BOCHHBIX MPecTyNIeHUH

BBenenne

Lenbro 3THX MOIPABOK ABISACTCS NOOABICHIE YETHIPEX BOCHHBIX MIPECTYIUICHUH K
MIEPEYHIO, COAepIKaneMycs B ctarbe 8 Pumckoro craryra. Kakaoe u3 3THX IpECTyIUICHHIHA
CBSI3aHO C MCIIOJF30BAHNMEM BHJIA OPY)KHSI, KOTOPOE BEI3BIBAET OTPOMHBIE CTPaIaHUS WIIH
yOnBaeT HeM30MpaTeIHLHBIM 00pa3oM:

e  OHOJOTHYECKOE N TOKCHHHOE OpYXKHE;

®  TIPOTHBOIIEXOTHHIE MUHBI

®  OpyXHe, HAaHOCSIIee TIOBPEKACHUS OCKOIKaMH, KOTOPBIE HE O0OHAPYKUBAIOTCS B
TeJIe YeJOBeKa C IOMOIIBI0 PEHTTeHOBCKUX ITy4ei; n

®  OpyXHe, IPUIHHAIONIEE TOCTOSIHHYIO CIETIOTY.

OTH YeThIpe NPECTYIUICHNUsI OCHOBAHbI HA MEXXKIYHAPOIHBIX JOTOBOpPaX, KOTOPhIE
OBUTH LIMPOKO PaTH()UIIMPOBAHEI.

CeronHsiniHbie KOHQIIMKTBI, B X0J1€ KOTOPBIX MBI HA0JII01a€M HCIIOJIB30BaHHE 3TUX
BUJIOB OPYXHs, elie OOJIbIIe CBUIETENECTBYIOT O BXKHOCTH TOTO, YTOOBI FOPUCIUKIINS
MexyHapoAHOrO YroJIOBHOTO Cy/la PacIpOCTPAHATIACh Ha UCIOIb30BaHUE 3TOrO
OpYXus. -

JlobaBneHre TUX HOBBIX BOCHHBIX IIPECTYIUICHUIA B TAKOH TOTOBOP, Kak PuMckmii
CTaTyT, KOHCOJIHUANPYET MEKAYHAPOIHYIO IIPAaBOBYIO OCHOBY, 00ECTIEUHBasi TAKXKe TPH
3TOM IMOTEPIEBIINX KOHKPETHBIM O(GHIHAIBHBIM IPU3HAHIEM IPECTYIUICHUH, KOTOPBIE HM
MPHUIILIOCH TIEPEKHTE.



ITonpaBky Kk crathbe 8 PuMckoro craryra

BriawyuTh B KadyecTBe MyHKTa 2 D) (Xxvii) crareu 8 n mynkra 2 €) (xvi) crarbu 8

TMPUMEHEHHE OPYIKUSA, HCIIOIB3YIOIEr0 MUKPOOHOTIOTHYECKIE WIIH APYTHE OMOIOTHIEeCKHE
areHTHI WITH TOKCHHBI, KAKOBO OBl HH OBLIO WX MPOUCXOKICHHE FITH CITOCO0 TIPOM3BOJICTBA;

BriawuuTh B KayecTBe myHKTa 2 b) (Xxviii) crareu 8 u mynkra 2 €) (xvii) crarsu 8
HCIIOJIb30BaHKE MPOTHBOTIEXOTHBIX MHH;

BriawunTh B KayecTBe myHKTa 2 D) (Xxix) crarbu 8 u mynkra 2 €) (xviii) crarbu 8
MPUMEHEHHE OPYKHUSI, OCHOBHOE JICHCTBHE KOTOPOTO 3aKITIOYAETCS B HAHECSHHH
MOBPEXIECHUI OCKOIKAMHE, KOTOPBIE He OOHAPYIKUBAIOTCS B TEJIE YEI0BEKa C IIOMOILBIO
PEHTI€HOBCKHX JIy4eif;

Bkiw4uTh B KavyecTBe MyHKTa 2 D) (XXX) craTbu 8 n myHkra 2 €) (XiX) craTbu 8
[OpPUMEHEHHE JTA3EPHOTO OPYXKUSL, CIELUAIBHO [IPEIHA3HAYSHHOTO Uil KCIIOJIb30BAHNS B
GOEBBIX JCHCTBUSAX UCKIFOYUTEIHHO WK B TOM YKCIIE JUIS TOTO, YTOOBI IIPUYMHUTD
MOCTOSIHHYIO CJIEIIOTY OpTraHaM 3PEHHs YeIOBEKa, He MCIOJIb3YIOIIEro ONTHYECKHIE

TIpUOOPHI, TO €CTh HE3AIINIIEHHBIM OpraHaM 3pEHHUS UM OpTraHaM 3peHHs, UMEIOLINM
TIPUCTIOCOOIEHUS TSI KOPPEKTUPOBKH 3PEHUS;



[Original: francés]

Nueva York, 19 de julio de 2017

Excelencia:

Tengo el honor de presentar las propuestas de enmienda de Bélgica para el articulo 8
del Estatuto de Roma de la Corte Penal Internacional.

De conformidad con el articulo 121 del Estatuto, le agradeceria que comunicase
estas propuestas a los Estados Partes.

Ruego a Vuestra Excelencia acepte el testimonio de mi mas alta consideracion.

(Firma)
Marc Pecsteen de Buytswerve
Representante Permanente



[Original: inglés]

Proyectos de enmiendas al estatuto de Roma
sobre crimenes de guerra

Introduccion

Las enmiendas que se adjuntan tienen el propdsito de afiadir cuatro crimenes de
guerra a la lista contenida en el articulo 8 del Estatuto de Roma. Cada uno de estos
crimenes de guerra entrafia el uso de un tipo de arma que causa grandes sufrimientos o la
muerte de forma indiscriminada, y que son, a saber:

e armas bioldgicas o toxinicas;

e minas antipersonal;

e armas cuyo efecto principal sea lesionar mediante fragmentos que no
puedan localizarse por rayos X en el cuerpo humano; y

e armas que causen ceguera permanente.

Estos cuatro crimenes se fundamentan en instrumentos internacionales que han
sido ratificados por un gran nimero de Estados.

Los actuales conflictos, en los que se puede observar el empleo de estos tipos de
armas, hacen ain mas importante la ampliacién de las competencias de la Corte Penal
Internacional para cubrir el empleo de estas armas.

La incorporacion de estos nuevos crimenes de guerra a un instrumento como el
Estatuto de Roma consolidara el marco legal internacional; al mismo tiempo, brindara a las
victimas un reconocimiento oficial especifico de los crimenes a los que fueron sometidas.



Enmiendas al articulo 8 del Estatuto de Roma

Insértense los textos siguientes como apartado b) xxvii) y apartado e) xvi) del
parrafo 2 del articulo 8

Emplear armas que utilicen agentes microbianos u otros agentes bioldgicos, o toxinas, sea
cual fuere su origen 0 modo de produccién;

Insértense los textos siguientes como apartado b) xxviii)y apartado €) xvii) del
parrafo 2 del articulo 8

Emplear minas antipersonal,

Insértense los textos siguientes como apartado b) xxix) y apartado e) xviii) del
parrafo 2 del articulo 8

Emplear cualquier arma cuyo efecto principal sea lesionar mediante fragmentos que no

puedan localizarse por rayos X en el cuerpo humano;

Insértese los textos siguientes como apartado b) xxx) y apartado €) xix) del parrafo 2
del articulo 8

Emplear armas laser especificamente concebidas, como Unica o una mas de sus funciones
de combate, para causar ceguera permanente a la vista no amplificada, es decir, al ojo
descubierto o al ojo provisto de dispositivos correctores de la vista;
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