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Thank you Mr. President,

On behalf of the United States observer delegation, I an: honored to address this
session of the Assembly of States Parties, the first since the Review Conference in
Kampala. Although the United States is not a party to the Rome Statute, we sent a
large delegation to Kampala.   As an observer delegation, we participated actively
in the stocktaking exercise, in the many important and s imulating side events, and
in the substantive discussions of amendments to the Rome Statute. We were the
only non-party State to make a pledge in Kampala. Along with the States parties,
we remain grateful to the Government of Uganda for the extraordinary hospitality it
extended to our delegation, as it did to all participants in the Review Conference.
And of course the achievements of Kampala owe a debt to the strength, sensitivity,
and skill provided by the President, Ambassador Christ! in Wenaweser.

Much of the discussion about Kampala has focused on tie amendments that were
adopted by the Review Conference. They were the result of compromise, which
naturally few if any delegations consider to be perfect. My delegation has
previously alluded to its concerns, including at the conclusion of the Kampala
conference and in its statement to the General Assembb on October 29; although
we continue to believe these issues will need to be addressed, we want to focus
our comments here on the other key agenda item in Kampala—assessing the
achievements of international justice to date and the challenges ahead, with a view
toward strengthening the global system of accountability for genocide, war
crimes, and crimes against humanity.
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