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The Permanent Mission of Spain to the United Nations presents its compliments to the 

Secretariat of the Assembly of States Parties of the International Criminal Court and, in connection 
with the process of election of the next Prosecutor and ultimately its Note with Reference: ICC-
ASP/R19/SP/20 of 5th February, has the honour to inform that Spain nominates Mr. Carlos 
Castresana Fernández for the post of Prosecutor of the Court. 
 
 

-Spain considers that Mr. Castresana Fernández fully meets the requirements of article 42.3 
of the Rome Statute and, as such, he is the most suitable candidate to fill the post. Mr. Castresana 
Fernández's main qualities in relation to the requirements set out in the Rome Statute and in the 
published Terms of Reference are as follows: 
 

- Mr. Castresana Fernández is of the highest moral character. He is of impeccable personal 
and professional integrity and has been the recipient of several prestigious awards and decorations 
in Spain  and abroad. Throughout his career he has demonstrated a high commitment to the  defense 
of justice and the values of International Humanitarian Law and International Criminal Law and, 
therefore, to the guiding principles of the Court. Mr. Castresana Fernández has a prestigious career 
as Prosecutor and extensive experience in dealing with sensitive and delicate matters in situations of 
pressure and even personal risk. 
 

-Mr. Castresana Fernández has demonstrated throughout his career an excellent level of 
competence. He has extensive and proven national and international practical experience as a 
prosecutor in complex criminal cases. He has a proven track record of success in difficult 
investigations, indictments, trials and appeals at the national and international level (including crimes 
within the jurisdiction of the Court). Mr. Castresana Fernández also has significant experience in 
managing human resources in multicultural and multi-ethnic environments and in the budgetary 
management of significant amounts and resources comparable to those of the Office of the 
Prosecutor of the Court. He has been able to demonstrate optimal use of these resources and 
maximum efficiency in meeting commitments and achieving results. Mr. Castresana Fernández also 
has extensive leadership and communication skills.  
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-Mr. Castresana Fernández has extensive and in-depth practical experience in the exercise 
of criminal prosecution and the prosecution of criminal cases. He is a career Prosecutor with 40 years 
of practice both nationally and internationally. As such, he has extensive courtroom experience with 
30 years of professional experience as a national prosecutor and 15 years of professional experience 
in international criminal investigation and prosecution. His international experience includes his 
mandate as head of the Commission against Impunity in Guatemala, an independent international 
body established by an Agreement between the United Nations and the State of Guatemala in 2007. 
Throughout his long experience as Prosecutor, Mr. Castresana Fernández has had to deal with 
countless criminal cases and use all types of evidence, including scientific, electronic and digital 
evidence in his files. On the other hand, Mr. Castresana Fernández is a jurist of the civil law system 
but, due to his long international experience, he is extensively familiar with the common law system. 
 

-Mr. Castresana Fernández is fluent in both working languages of the Court (English and 
French) and Spanish is his mother tongue. 
 

-This Permanent Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the curriculum vitae of Mr. 
Castresana Fernández. 
 

The Permanent Mission of Spain to the United Nations avails itself of this opportunity to 
renew to the Secretariat of the Assembly of States Parties of the International Criminal Court the 
assurances of its highest consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 

New York, 8 February 2021 
 
 

 

 


