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Statement of the High Commissioner for Human Rightson International Criminal Justice Day (17
July 2011)

As the United Nations High Commissioner for Humaghss, | join the world today isommemorating International Crin
Justice Day. It is the day on which we all remindlselves, every year, of the pledge we made in RamE7 July 1998, tp
an end to impunity for grave international crimieattinvariably come ithe manner of human rights violations that she
conscience of humanity.

It is right to recall on this occasion the gainsdean thepursuit of international criminal justice in therpd since the trial:
war criminals in Nuremberg and the Far East. Welwralte in particular the accomplishments and workrogress at the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yuglavia, the International Criminal Tribunal for Ruda, theSpecial Cou
for Sierra Leone, the Extraordinary Chamber inGloeirts ofCambodia, and, of the course the Internationah@al Court.
commend all the international, hybrid and natiar@lrts that have done so much to advanternational criminal justice,
the determination to end impunity for gross humights violations.

In this connection, | welcome the following poséidevelopments, among many, that we witnessegdais the arrest and
transfer of General Ratko Mladiee to the ICTY; tbevction of General AugustiBizimungu at the ICTR; the conviction
ICTR of former Rwandan Minister Pauline Nyiramaskiti@or, among other crimes, the rapes committednagaer fellow
women during the Rwandan Genocide because of hersoperior responsibilitpver the Interahamwe rapists; the very
conviction by an Argentine national court in Buerases of two former members of the military juribeat ran a most
repressive regime in Argentina in the 1970s and498nd the judgment of the Supreme Court of Merécuiring trials of
soldiers in civilian courts for the violations afitnan rights of civilians.

| also welcome the ratification of the Statutela# tnternational Criminal Court this year 8yenada and Tunisia, respeci
making them the 115th and 116th States Partidset®Rbme Statute.

Yet, while we celebrate these elements of progreBgernational criminal justice, current eventsund the world sadly
compel a sense of enduring grave concern for thditon of human rights in our timén places like Libya, Syria, Myann
Yemen, Bahrain and many others, we are starklynméed of the hard work that lies ahead for all wbalseply desire a
world in without impunity for gross human rightolations.

| therefore call upon the international commundayedouble their efforts to bring to account atigh implicated in gross
human rights violations. | remind states of theimary responsibility in that regard, especiallyingestigate angrosecute
extradite without delay persons, within their jdittions, who are implicated in such crimes.

And, | call upon all States to ratify the Statufehe International Criminal Court, and to coopenaith the processex that
Court; with a view to truly put an end to impunior human rights violations that horrify our coltere conscience.
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