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Excellencies,
Madam President,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I am pleased to address this plenary meeting on cooperation and thank the co-chairs for their invitation and their steadfast efforts as co-facilitators.

Cooperation lies at the heart of the Court’s work. It is through the actions of States that the Court can fulfill its mandate. Traditionally, this has meant judicial cooperation: executing arrest warrants, enabling the collection of evidence, and protecting witnesses. Such cooperation remains indispensable to ensuring efficient proceedings. In this regard, I thank Germany, and all parties involved in the successful surrender that took place on Monday. The domestic proceedings that took place prior to the surrender demonstrates Germany’s strong commitment to the rule of law. It shows how due process at all levels are essential for the overall fairness of ICC proceedings and I encourage all States to enact proper legislation that would also allow them to cooperate with the Court in similar situations.

As the Court faces new challenges, it requires us to readjust the focus when we discuss cooperation, and today’s plenary is a perfect occasion to discuss where the focus should now be. Indeed, cooperation is all the actions of States that ensure the proper functioning of the Court. Protecting the Court against coercive measures allows the Court to fulfil its mandate as it guarantees that the Court’s independence and effectiveness are preserved. It is therefore a core component of cooperation.

The obligation to guarantee the Court’s independence is rooted in Article 48 of the Rome Statute, and is reinforced, where ratified, by the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the ICC (APIC), as well as by the Headquarters Agreement with the host State.

Article 48 specifies in particular that privileges and immunities extend to judges, the Prosecutor and his deputies, the Registrar and Court staff, as well as any person required at the seat of the Court. The APIC further extends these protections across the territories of all ratifying States. As some elected officials, including myself, are subject to arrest warrants because of their work, guaranteeing privileges and immunities, is crucial.

Furthermore, in the context of coercive measures and their potential financial implications, the APIC provides crucial protections, including safeguarding the Court’s funds, property and assets from interference, search or seizure, and ensuring the inviolability of its documents and communications.


As pressures on the Court and its personnel increase, these guarantees are essential for ensuring that the Court can operate independently and effectively. The APIC is critical to the Court’s ability to deliver justice for victims of the gravest crimes.

I therefore reiterate my call for all States to ratify and implement the APIC. 

Since the last ASP, one State acceded to the APIC, and I would like to congratulate Timor-Leste for taking this important step. Yet 45 States Parties have not done so. I encourage them to begin the process, as the APIC provides vital safeguards for the Court’s independence and the integrity of its proceedings.

Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Political and diplomatic support is also a way to protect the Court and to guarantee that it can deliver on its mandate. When States Parties are united in defense of the Court, through joint statements for instance, but also behind closed doors, they also reinforce the Court and their commitment to the Court’s mandate. I am very grateful for your leadership in that regard Madam President, and for the support from this Assembly, from the States Parties; and for the commitment from all the organisations and actors who support the work of the Court.

Thank you for your attention.
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