President of the I nternational Criminal Count
H.E. JusticeSang-HyunSong

Honouwrable Justices

D istinguished Membersof Count

It is one of the highest honowrs of my life as av
diplomat to- come to The International
Criminal Cowrt and v the presence of the
distinguished President of The Cowt aw
eminent jurist himself, withv an dustrious
career, bothv as a Professor of Law and o Judge;
as well also- inv face of the Prosecutor of the
Cowt H.E Fatow Bensouda and all the here
present Justices that represent this wonderful
wstitution. The futuwre iy withy yow. The hope of
humanity for justice iy withv yow. The toasks
ahead awe of course; challenging and complex,
the natwre of your work iy linked essentially to-
the safeguarding and well being of hwmanity.
Guatemalo, my country, has o commitiment to-
fulfil ity nternational  obligations;, the
President of Guatemala, Mr. Otto- Péreg Molina,
s v great supporter of the Cowrt. He has showw
his commitment to- implement national
legislationn to- comply withy the Rome Statute



and the entry into- force of the Statute is a long
awaited drveamv for mony Guatemadons. My
country iy v coundry of lows, a Covutitutional
State of Law, and withy v dedication to- respect
hwmawnw wrighty and prosecute those who- violet
them. But also;, a State that dveams withv
Jjustice, the Guatemalowv peoble is hungry for
justicee ands the Government iy comwmnitted to-
applying the law and to- respect the law in the
framework of av democracy that prides itself of
ity traditionv ond also- ity ability to evolve,
travusform  elf info- a move ample and
functioning systemv that has the hovigow of
Jjustice and, humowv wrighty as the goal and
fundamental objective of ity actions and
progroms.

The world s o dangerous place: Evill walks free
all over the world. The battle between the
Childrewv of Light and the followers of darkness
iy fought inv all cornery of our planet. Horror
strikes everydoy and, inv mouny ways, crimes of
wupeakable forms take place onw rich and
poover coundries. Drug lovds, warlovds, traders
of weapons;, corrupt officials rampantly submit
victims to- suffering and paivny evenw children,
childvenw soldiers, serving warlords or drug
traffickers. Yow hawve passed o historical
sentence that deads withv this kind of crimes.



And the silent hope of the suffering ones waity
for yowr work and justice. We all await and
hope: Thew we caw stout raising the hand of
Jjustice to- strike withv the power and might to-
stop these nhuwmanities to- continume Ly
hawvesting of impunities. States have to- act.
And thew the Cowt canw act. And the States
have spoken. We are now 121 and i the near
future this nuwmber will increase:. My regiow iy
almost totally present the few wmissing ones
shall become soon everv less. On behalf of the
Government of the Republic of Guatemola allow
me to- express owr pride and joy for finally
being able to- become a full member state of this
magnificent Cowrt ond, joinw yow i your work
to- fight these crimes and contribute to- the
expansionn and universalisation of justice:
Thonk yow very wuch, Mister President for
allowing me to- be pawt of thisy historical
moment for my couwntry ond mwyself-



