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Mqdom Choirperson ond Presidenl of the
Assembly of Slotes Pqrties,

Disling uished Delegofes,

Permit me of the outset, to congrotulote you, Modom Choirperson,

ond other members of the Bureou on your elect ion. You con counf

on the fullest cooperotion of the Ghono delegotion towords the

success of our deliberotions under your oble stewordship.

My delegotion is olso pleosed to join other speokers in

congrotuloting the new Prosecutor, Mrs. Fotou Bensoudo, on her

election. We olso commend her predecessor, Mr. Luis Ocompo, for

his contribution to the work of the lCC. My delegotion is grotif ied to

see thot the new Prosecutor hos olreody token vorious remqrkoble

steps to enhqnce respect for the Court.

Mqdom Choirperson,

On the occosion of the tenth onniversory of the coming into force

of the Rome Stotute, the Government of Ghono remoins

determined to honour the full scope of the treoty obligotions ond

commitments Ghono ossumed when she exercised her sovereign

prerogotive to become o Stote Porty to the Rome Stotute. To this

end, the Office of the Attorney-Generol in Ghono is in the process
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of finolizing o droft legislotive bil l  qimed of incorporoting the Rome

Stotute into the municipol  low of Ghono. Upon the conclusion of on-

going consultqt ions omong relevont stokeholders, ond subject to

Cobinet opprovol,  the bi l l  wi l l  be loid before porl ioment for

considerot ion.

Ghono is olso ref lect ing on vor ious omendments such os those

relot ing to the cr ime of oggression thot were odopted during the

Review Conference held in Kompolo in June,20l0 ond wi l l  moke

her position ond views known os soon os procticoble.

Modom Choirperson,

The Government of Ghono tokes the obl igot ion of Stotes Port ies to

cooperote with the ICC in the implementot ion ond dischorge of i is

mondote very seriously. ln this regord, Ghono wishes to reossure you

of her continued commitment to cooperote with the Office of the

Prosecutor of the ICC in hondl ing ol l  s i tuot ions the court  is seized of,

including, in port iculor,  i ts prel iminory invest igot ions into the si tuot ion

in Cote d' lvoire.

Modom Choirperson,

Cognizont of the importonce of copocity-bui lding in odvoncing the

centrol  pr inciple of complementor i ty which underpins the

implementot ion of the Rome Stotute system, o number of Ghonoion

Stote Prosecutors hove ovoiled themselves of the troining

progrommes provided by the Office of the Prosecutor ond ihe lCC,

some of whom port ic ipoted in the troining progromme thot took

ploce here in the Hogue just lost month.
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ln the course of 2013, the Attorney-Generol's Deportment in

colloborotion with the Foreign Ministry of Ghono wil l orgonize o

publ ic lecture in commemorot ion of the tenth onniversory of the

Rome Stotute with the view to educoting ond sensitizing the public

on the work ond relevonce of the ICC in the promotion of the rule

of low, including odherence to ond respect for internot ionol humon

rights ond humonitorion low. In this regord, my delegotion is pleosed

to note thot Judge Professor Akuo Kuenyehio hos occepted to

deliver the keynote speech for thot event.

Modom Choirperson,

With regord to the chollenges oheod, Stotes qnd non-Stotes Porties

should be mindful  of  the foct thot in the history of the f ight ogoinst

impunity, the orm of internotionol criminol justice hos pursued those

who beor the most responsibil i ty for the crimes of the most serious

concern to monkind, regordless of region or roce or ethnicity. Thot

wos the cose with the post World Wor Tribunols estoblished in

Nuremburg ond Tokyo, os well os the recent Tribunols for Yugoslovio,

Rwondo, Sierro Leone, Lebonon ond Combodio.

Equol ly,  we should not expect the ICC to select ond pursue ol leged

perpetrotors just for the soke of qchieving some regionol or rociol

bolonce in triols or prosecutions, or for polit icol expediency.

Prosecutions must be conducied on the bosis of the merits of eoch

cose, motivoted only by the dictotes ond demonds of justice, rule

of low, due process, importiolity, objectivity, independence ond

foirness toking into occount the rights ond interests of both the
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occused ond vict im. In thqt regord, we hope the ICC wi l l  soon

come to o mutuolly sotisfoctory understonding to pove the woy for

the estoblishment of ICC lioison offices in oll regions os oppropriote

with further deloy.

Another chol lenge which must engoge the ottent ion of Stotes

Porties is the need to clorify or re-exomine the relevont provisions of

the Rome Stotute suggest ing thqt Heods of Stote occused of

perpetroting Rome Stqtute crimes moy not be entit led to immunity

ond the concurrent provisions requiring respect for the estoblished

rules on internotionol low. This question hqs become even more

pert inent in the l ight of  the recent ICJ decisions concerning the

immunity of stote officiols from foreign criminol jurisdiction.

Modom Choirperson,

Historicolly, the internotionol community led by the United Notions,

conceived the ideo of the Internot ionol Criminol Court  not only os

the first ever permonent lnternotionol Criminol Court estoblished by

treoty to ensure thot heinous cr imes ond impunity do not go

unpunished, but olso intended thot ol l  Stotes, without except ion,

shol l  become port ies to the ICC's Stotute.

Therefore, os we hoppily welcome the new ond growing numbers of

Stotes Port ies (121 members so for) ,  we recognize thot we hove o

long woy to go in reoching the gool of universolity of membership of

the Rome Stotute ond must intensify our individuol ond col lect ive

compoign to this end. Achieving universol rotif icotion wil l focil i tote

ongoing efforts to oddress more effectively vorious chollenges
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focing the Court, issues concerning the role of the Security Council,

promoting cooperotion ond more constructive relotionship

between certoin Stotes or regionol orgonizotions ond the Court.

Universolity will olso odvonce the current voluoble cooperotion

between the United Notions ond the Court. Ghono stqnds reody to

continue to ploy her port towords the gool of the universolity of

membership of the Rome Stotute.

Mqdom Choirperson,

I wish to conclude by expressing our profound grotitude to the

Government ond People of the Kingdom of the Netherlonds for the

generous hospitolity ond courtesies occorded my delegotion since

our orrivol in this beoutiful ond friendly country.

I thonk you for your kind qttention.
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