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Mr. Vice President,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

During this Assembly, State Parties have been accused of deserting victims
of international crimes while Masquerading as defenders of human rights,



States Parties in this Assembly? In his statement to this Assembly he said
"If the State Parties who apparently have been masquerading in the recent
years as countries devoted to criminal accountability want to leave, then
they should leave!” He said this to States Parties who are signatories to
the Rome Statute. Yet, he lacks the courage to mention by name and
shame countries that reémain outside the ambit of the Rome Statute? Are
some of these parties not the countries that have deserted the victims of
the most abominable international crimes? Or do African States have to be
the perennial Scape goats? We are shocked, saddened and dismayed by his
statement; something about it came across as unhinged and very
unfortunate, However, we must remain focused on the agenda of this
Assembly.

Mr. President,

The Commissioner gave the example of the United States of America and

Our contribution to the Assembly and to the Court over the last decade
defines who we are, and what we are not. We are not isolationists and we
are not the unprincipled! To the contrary, Mr. President, countless hurdles
are thrown to frustrate oyr proposals to better the Assembly and in turn
enhance the credibility and accountability of the Court. This js the attitude



Mr. President,

We must confront the double-speak with courage. The absurdity that
suggests that we Africans are complicit to the worst forms of barbarism is
unwarranted and only aims at sowing division and isolating Africa at a time
when the calculated and unlawful destruction of human life and property
has reached, and even surpassed, the proportions last seen during the 1%
and 2™ world wars, The highhandedness of language used to criticize
Africa ostensibly in the name of victims, is incredulous.

Mr. President,

Kenya asks all of us to find the strength in our convictions and speak truth
to power in a fair and unbiased manner. Not to be like those who are only
willing to rant and shout at the weak. This Assembly is for all nations, big
or small and we cannot cower away from this high calling of a Civilized,
inclusive world where we deal with each other as equals with respect,

Mr. President,

Many delegations have taken to this podium and have stated and restated,
that they remain engaged in order to deal with the challenges the Court is
facing today. While Kenya notes this belated acknowledgement of what
needs to happen, we take it to be a vindication of what many of us,
especially those from the African continent, have stood for many years,
particularly during the last three sessions of the Assembly.



to remedy this Worrying state
dialogue on what ails the ICC.

Mr. President,

Kenya cannot afford to €ngage anymore in superficial exchanges and
endless banter.

Kenya has always believed in the noble objectives of the Statute, that there
should be an end to impunity in our world. Kenya remains a defender and
promoter of human rights, Kenya has always and will always act in good
faith, whether inside or outside this Assembly. After all, this Assembly has
NOo monopoly on the promotion and protection of human rights nor on the
fight against impunity despite inflated claims to the contrary.

Kenya is a Democratic construct and as a disciplined member of the comity
of nations, and a member in good standing, who upholds and honours her
International obligation. Kenya’s engagement with the Court and in this
Assembly is and will remain guided by the notions of the law, state
practice, multilateralism and diplomatic etiquette,

Mr. President,

If the dialogue sought by all nations of goodwill is to have any meaningful
impact on the Court, these prejudicial, careless and Cavalier statements



X

strongest terms possible by all delegations of goodwill, be they States
Parties, non-State parties, Observers, including the fraternity of civil
societies.

Mr. President,

In conclusion, My delegation €xpects that during this Assembly, we shall
put aside any distractions that can prevent us from having a constructive
€ngagement and work collectively for a fruitful outcome. We hope that all
the questions/concerns raised by delegations including our own will be
addressed in this Assembly. We again urge all delegations not to shy away
from taking part in conversations of a complex nature including demanding
Institutional accountability, as this is the only way we will be able to know
the Court’s mistakes, learn from them and ensure that the International
Criminal Court (ICC) can take its rightful path.

THANK YOU.



