
General Debate

International Criminal Couht

Ninth session oe the Assembly of States Parties, New ' foRK, 6-10 December 2010
Statement of the Republic of Cri atia

Mr. Gordan Markotic

Head of Office for Cooperation with Internatio' ial Criminal Courts
Ministry of Justice

Mr. President,

Since this is the last session under your chairmanship illow me, at the outset, to
congratulate you on extraordinary manner in which /ou have conducted your
responsible task and for your tireless efforts in guiding our work last couple of
years. Our gratitude goes also to Vice-Presidents , Rapporteur and other members
of the Bureau.

As Croatia aligns itself fully with the statement delivered by Belgium on behalf of
the European Union, please allow me to highlight just a few points that in our
opinion deserve full attention of the Assembly.

Mr. President,

This is the first session of the Assembly of the Sta e Parties after successful
Review Conference in Uganda. Croatia is honored that it could participate in the
work of the Review Conference with so many represent itives of the States parties,
observers, international organizations and NGOs.

We are in particular pleased that the first Review Confe ence took place at the soil
of Africa and that has demonstrated renewed commitme it for the development and
strengthening of the International Criminal Court. Once again it was confirmed
that Rome Statute and the ICC are crucial tools or the strengthening the
international justice.

The inclusion of the crime of aggression in the Court's jurisdiction through the
adoption of the amendments to the Rome statute represe its a giant step forward for
the development of the International Criminal Lav, which Croatia strongly
supports.

My delegation congratulates Seychelles for ratifying i nd welcomes Bangladesh,
Moldova and Saint Lucia as the new State Parties to the Rome Statute. We call
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