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Mr President -

| have the honour to speak today on behalf of Qane d'a, _Auslraha and my m;vn
country, New Zealand, all of whom restate the!r ccntlnumg strongl supportl or
the International Criminal Court and for its pivota rqle in the fight agam_st
impunity for the most serious crimes of concern to the international community

as a whole.

Mr President -

This past year has been the most important in the Court's history. The Review
Conference, hosted by Uganda, was a resoundinij Success. The Kampala
Declaration reflects the commitment of the international community to the Rome
Statute and to its full implementation. The Review Conference also witnessed
the historic adoption of the resolution on the Ciime of Aggression. The
adoption, by consensus, of the aggression amer dments, together with the
associated elements and understandings, is a miles:one in the development of
international criminal law.

The Review Conference also agreed to the adoptior; of amendments to Article 8
of the Rome Statute - amendments that are a significant addition to international
humanitarian law. In addition, the Conference ur dertook important work on
international criminal justice by identifying lessons learned in relation to the
impact of the Rome Statute on victims and affected communities, peace and
justice, complementarity, and cooperation. CANZ lnoks forward to building on
that work in the course of this and future Assemblies of States Parties (ASPs).

Mr President -

Canada, Australia and New Zealand continue to deronstrate their commitment
to the Rome Statute and the International Criminzl Court by taking practical
action.

For example, through Canada's Global Peace and ¢ecurity Fund — Rule of Law
and Accountability Program and other initiatives, Canada has worked with
partners to strengthen national criminal justice systems in keeping with its
support of the concept of positive complementarity. Canada also continues to
coordinate the Justice Rapid Response mechanism, which can provide
important support to assist in the implementaticn of the complementarity
principle; and, in appropriate fora, Canada conlinues to advocate for the
importance of ensuring that perpetrators of serious crimes are held
accountable, and to encourage further ratification and implementation of the
Rome Statute.

Australia made three pledges at the Review Conference and has been
conscientious in working to fulfil them. It has made i's promised contributions of



NEATPAGEINFO:id=4CB5D706-06D4-4E7C-AD3C-2A5FD7410425


© Rome Statute whenever
sentatives  of non-States
' the Legal Division in the

ade as its national contact point for all Rome

Ministry of Fo
It has also continued it:

Iongstanding support of
Statute-related activities.

gement with the Commc
f that meeting.

As to the Court's budget, CANZ thanks the Committe
for its work over the past year. CANZ supports th:
emphasises the need for the Assembly to give cue consideration to its
recommendations. As in previous Years, we enccurage States Parties to

approach the Committee’s recommendations on the basis that they are a
coherent package.

on Budget and Finance
Committee’s work and

Like the year before it, the past year has been difficull economically in all parts
of the world. We therefore underline the critical inportance of the Court
ensuring that its requests for resources are coherent z1d well justified, and that

full consideration is given to ensuring the most efficiant and effective use of
resources by the Court.

CANZ also supports this year's work of the Hague Woa king Grqup in respect of
governance issues, and in respect of the Independert Oversight Mechanism,
including its work on the draft Operational Mandate for he IOM.

Mr President -

While we welcome the Court's substantial achievemer!'s over !he past year, we
recognise that it faces ongoing challenges. As the f uitful discussions at the
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Review Conference demonstrated, in fulfilling its mandate, the Court is critically
dependent on the cooperation and support of others. We support the steps
taken by you, Mr President, to engage with States Parties in relation to the
importance of cooperation, and the need to execute the Court's arrest warrants.
We repeat our call for the Government of Sudan to ¢ooperate with the Court to
help bring an end to impunity for alleged human righis abuses and international
crimes.

Failure to provide full, timely and effective cooperatiol poses a serious threat to
the credibility of the Court. We therefore encturage States Parties to
commence a conversation about what can be done t: promote cooperation and
what can be done in the event of non-cooperation. It is incumbent on States
and international and regional organisations to proviie the necessary political,
moral and practical support to enable the Court to ulfil its mandate. Among
other things, assistance must be provided to aid in f1e arrest and surrender of
accused persons, to gather evidence and to enforce sentences.

Mr President -

We welcome the four States Parties that have acci:ded to the Rome Statute
since the ASP met in The Hague last year. Banglacesh, Moldova, Saint Lucia
and Seychelles will all make a valuable contribution to the Court and to this
ASP.

To build on progress to date, and to build on th2 success of the Review
Conference, we must continue to prioritise our shz ed efforts to promote the
universality of the Rome Statute. We urge those Stz es that are not yet party to
the Statute to consider accession at the earliest opportunity; and, in that spirit,
we welcome to this session those States who are yel to accede to the Statute.

Mr President -
CANZ will continue to provide the Court with its strcng, unwavering support, it

will do its utmost to make this Assembly a succes: and it will encourage all
participants to do the same.
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