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Mr President,

We extend our sincere thanks to you for ably guiding the work > >f the Assembly of States Parties,

and to President Sang-Huyn Song and his colleagues at the Cou :t for the work carried out in the

course of the past year. This still new institution has been furthi: r consolidated. The Court is

integrating itself into legal systems and into international institutions and relations. Most

importantly, it has already led to profound processes of modern sation and change in domestic

legal systems.

Let me start by thanking the Government of Uganda and all the: contributors for a successful

Review Conference. In our opening statement in Kampala, we underlined that we should not only

review - but also celebrate - the Rome Statute, the ICC and the political, diplomatic and legal

work it took to create it. The Conference showed that there is still a strong political and

diplomatic commitment to furthering the legal work to strengths :n international criminal justice,

in short, to end impunity. Like the other States Parties, we are | leased that we succeeded in

reaching consensus on amending the Rome Statute to include a definition of the crime of

aggression and the conditions under which the Court could exei: ;ise jurisdiction over that crime.
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