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Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my honour and privilege to address you on beh ilf of the Republic of Serbia at this
Ninth Session of the Assembly of States Parties to the Inter lational Criminal Court.

As it was the case in the period of the establishme): t of the ICC, when Serbia was one
of the founders and one of the first 60 Member States tha; ratified its Statute, today, after the
first decade of its functioning, my country is fully comnitted to the International Criminal
Court, providing full support to its activities. Both bef: re Rome and after Kampala, we
believe that the only really effective way of confronting tin; most severe international criminal
acts at the international level, is an independent and ion-selective involvement of the
permanent international judicial institution.

Today, the International Criminal Court may v<« sll be said to represent a well-
organized and operational international judicial institutic n. Investigations are carried out,
arrest warrants are issued and suspects are brought to justice faster than even its strongest
supporters could have assumed. A large number of Memb: r States which have acceded to the
Statute and continue to accede give us much reason to beli sve that the International Criminal
Court today is a respected and influential international insiitution that will increasingly be an
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