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Mz, President,

My delegation acknowledges and .appreciates the wotk you have done in
coordinating the activities of the Assewbly of Staiss Parties of the Roman Statute of the
Intsrnational Criminal Conrd, as well as the remarkable progress achicved so far.

Mr. President,

Colombia has been participating in 2 continuous and determined manner, in the
efforts made by international society to penalize with severity ctimes that
undermine human dignity. Tnspited by this putpose, we attended the Conference
of Plenipotentiarics which gave birth to the Rome Statute of the International Crivinal
Court; we ratified this instrament a fow months after its entry into fotce,
participated actively in the sessions of the Preparatory Committec and, after the
Court was installed, we participated as well, in the working groups established to
develop or implement provisions of this international instrument.

We tenew our determination to continue in the common effort to eradicate
impunity, and in order to achieve that end, we have made tremendous efforts
which are revealed, inter alia, in the implementation of the Jus#ce and Peace Law
that has allowed the demobilization and prosecution of both, the members of
self-defense groups, as well as of guertilla groups. To that ¢nd, cfforts have also
been made in the instititional strengthening of the General Prosecutot and of the

judlicial apparatus.

We note with particular appreciation, the ptesence of the Prosecutor Luis Moteno
Ocampo, who vety kindly responded to the invitation extended by the Colombian
government on the framework of the First InterAmerican Human Rights Congross,
held on the occaston of the celebration of the 37 Exdraordinary Period of Sessions of
the Inter-American Fluman Rights Court, which took place in Bogota, from the 17 to
the 20 of Octobet this year, This provided as well, an oppottunity to promote the
universality of the Rome Statute.

Likewise, and as we have stated on previous occasions, Colombia attaches special
importance to promoting teciprocal cooperation of the States parties and the
International Criminal Court. In this regard, the Coutt may provide techuical



assistance aimed at strengthening the judicial apparatus of the States parties who
ate wﬂlmg to recetve such help. Bearing in mind that the paramount interest that
inspires the Rome Stazze is to penalize the most serious crimes of international
s:gmﬁcance and thar, under the pnnaple of complementarity, States patties have
the ptimaty right and duty to exercise justice. to mvesugatc and prosccute
perpetrators. The cocpermon that the Court can provide is hy.gh'ly beneficial in
order to eradicate impunity.

M. ?;esident, -

Our delegation is of the view that the mvestigauom undermkcn by the
International Criminal Court and the measures adopted in the matter by the -
Prosecution, which represent concrete propress in the respective criminal
. proceedings, ate of great importance. The fact that the Court has worked
rigorously, fairness and effectivencss, promotes the universal adhetence to the
" .Rome Statute, 25 well 45 contdbutes to deter potential perpetrators of serious
crimes of international significance. :

"It should be noted, however, that the absence of 2 coercive mechanism that -
allows the Court to materalize warrants of arrest and delivery, makes it even more
fmperative Lo sirengthen thé cooperation that should be provided by States parties
to this T'rlbunal, in order o make such measures more effective,

We consider of great importmcc the work undertaken by the Trwst Fund for
Vieims, and concur with what was agreed by the members of the Board of
Directors on the cmphasis that should be placed on projects aimed at addressing
the needs of physical und psycholo gu_al rehabilitation, for the most vulnerable and '

marginalized victims.

Moteover, we commend the work done by the Working Group on the ¢rime of.
aggression that, under the leadership of Ambassador Chuistian Wenaweser, has
promoted a substantive development of the deliberations aimed at coining a
definition of the crime -of aggression in the Rome Statute, and to dctermine the
conditions for the exercise of the jurisdiction by the Intemnational Criminal Court.



In this regard, we have advocated for a differentiated apptoach of the criminal
type of the crime of aggression, since it makes it possible to apply the procedures
stipulated in Article 25, paragraph 3, of the Rome Statute, a provision common to
the criminal types included in that instrument. Likewise, we have specified that
while thete is a need to safeguard the system of checks and balances in the
international system, the Coutt should not be prevemted from exercising its
competence, even when there is no definition given by the Security Council on
what may constitute an act of aggression,

Likewise, we suppott the integral development of the Phn of Adtion for achieving
nmiversakty and full implementation of the Rome Statute, and congratulate the
Government of Japan and those of other States that have recently ratified this

treaty.
M. President,

We would like to welcome, as well, the work undertaken by the liaison office in
New York that bas facilitated the exchange of information and cooperation with
the United Nations and its Member States, and conttbuted to a better knowledge
of the activities of the Court,

We believe are relevant, in turn, the recommendations tade by the Busteau of the
Assembly of States parties on the geographical representation and gender balance
when linking staff in the International Criminal Court, beating in mind, however,
that this criteria should be prevailed by the highest qualification in ordet to ensure
efiectiveness and suitability. In order to favor a policy of continuance and
promotion by merit, we advocate for the implementation of 2 continuous process
of staff development. Likewise, we reiterate the need for a timely and wide
disscmination of the calls for positions in the Coutt.

Mt. President,

My delegation allows itself 1o reiterate the proposal that it will present duting the
Preparatory Commission on the possibility to give the International Criminal
Coutt the ability to request advisoty opinions from the International Court of
Justice on legal mattets within the atea of its competence, taking into account,
that other organs that ate independent from the United Nations have this ability,



such as the International Atomic Energy Agency. This authorization would not
affect the independence of the International Criminal Court, but in fact, would
enable the ICC to have at its disposal, a judicial mechanism that has proven to be

- useful to organizations and international institutions in the fulfillment of their

mandates. This, would require an amendment to the Relationship Agreement bestween
the Insernatianal Crimiinal Conrt and the United Nadions '

Mr. President,

My delegation reiterates its full cooperation in the carrying out of the current
sessions of the Assembly of States Parties and renews jts adhetence to the
principles of the Rome Statute of the International Crminal Court and its
complementary instrumerts. Furthermore, my delegation, announces its full
cooperation in otder to dchieve the goals for.the next Review Conference of

 States _ ' parties.

Thank you Mr. President.




